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Transmitted herewith is a response to an office action in the subject application. 
□ Applicants claim small entity status of this application under 37 CFR 1 ,27. 



SI Petition for Extension of Time 

SI Applicants petition for a three-month extension of time under 37 CFR 1 .136, the fee for which is $930.00 (enclosed). 
□ Applicants believe that no petition for an extension of time is necessary. However, to the extent that such petition is 
deemed necessary. Applicants hereby petition for a sufficient extension of time to render the present submission 
timely. Please charge Deposit Account No. 12-1 21 6 for the appropriate petition fee. 

3 No additional claim fee is required. 



□ Other: 



The claim fee has been calculated as shown below: 
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$0.00 



ISI Please charge my Deposit Account No. 12-1216 in the amount of $930.00. A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 



□ A check in the amount of $ is attached. 



^ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiencies in the following fees associated with this 

communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 12-1216. A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 
13 Any filing fees under 37 CFR 1 .1 6 for the presentation of extra claims. 
^ Any patent appiication processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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Dear Sir: 



In response to the Office Action dated September 26, 2002, please enter the following 
amendments and consider the following remarks. This response is filed timely as it is 
accompanied by a petition and fee for a three-month extension filing a response under 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

Cancel claims 1-10 without prejudice. 

Add the following claims: 
1 1 . (New) A method for selectively separating live cells which have expressed mRNA 
comprising: 

a first step of determining a site of the mRNA that has high accessibility for 
oligonucleotide probe hybridization and preparing a probe, labeled with a fluorescent dye, 
having a base sequence complementary to the base sequence of the thus determined site; 

a second step of introducing the probe capable of labeling mRNA into cells in a live cell 
group containing live cells which have expressed a specific mRNA; 

a third step of labeling said mRNA with said probe to obtain a live cell group containing 
live cells having the labeled mRNA which is a hybrid of the probe and said mRiSTA; and 



AMENDMENTS 



